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In recent years scholars have begun to question the usefulness of the category of ''religion'' to describe a
distinctive form of human experience and behavior. In his last book, The Ideology of Religious Studies
(OUP 2000), Timothy Fitzgerald argued that ''religion'' was not a private area of human existence that could
be separated from the public realm and that the study of religion as such was thus impossibility. In this new
book he examines a wide range of English-language texts to show how religion became transformed from a
very specific category indigenous to Christian culture into a universalist claim about human nature and
society. These claims, he shows, are implied by and frequently explicit in theories and methods of
comparative religion. But they are also tacitly reproduced throughout the humanities in the relatively
indiscriminate use of ''religion'' as an a priori valid cross-cultural analytical concept, for example in
historiography, sociology, and social anthropology. Fitzgerald seeks to link the argument about religion to
the parallel formation of the ''non-religious'' and such dichotomies as church-state, sacred-profane,
ecclesiastical-civil, spiritual-temporal, supernatural-natural, and irrational-rational. Part of his argument is
that the category ''religion'' has a different logic compared to the category ''sacred,'' but the two have been
consistently confused by major writers, including Durkheim and Eliade. Fitzgerald contends that ''religion''
imagined as a private belief in the supernatural was a necessary conceptual space for the simultaneous
imagining of ''secular'' practices and institutions such as politics, economics, and the Nation State. The
invention of ''religion'' as a universal type of experience, practice, and institution was partly the result of
sacralizing new concepts of exchange, ownership, and labor practices, applying ''scientific'' rationality to
human behavior, administering the colonies and classifying native institutions. In contrast, shows Fitzgerald,
the sacred-profane dichotomy has a different logic of use.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Bennett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Discourse on Civility and Barbarity. Try to stumble through book
Discourse on Civility and Barbarity as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Douglas Leverette:

The guide with title Discourse on Civility and Barbarity contains a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Etsuko Siler:

This Discourse on Civility and Barbarity is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having little digest in reading this Discourse on Civility and Barbarity can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Luis Poole:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Discourse on Civility and Barbarity was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Discourse on Civility and Barbarity has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.
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