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From the National Book Award-winning author of Europe Central comes a charming,
evocative and piercing examination of an ancient Japanese tradition and the keys it holds to our
modern understanding of beauty....

What is a woman? To what extent is femininity a performance? Writing with the extraordin-ary awareness
and endless curiosity that have defined his entire oeuvre, William T. Vollmann takes an in-depth look into
the Japanese craft of Noh theater, using the medium as a prism to reveal the conception of beauty itself.

Sweeping readers from the dressing room of one of Japan's most famous Noh actors to a transvestite bar in
the red-light district of Kabukicho, Kissing the Mask explores the enigma surrounding Noh theater and the
traditions that have made it intrinsic to Japanese culture for centuries. Vollmann then widens his scope to
encompass such modern artists of attraction and loss as Mishima, Kawabata and even Andrew Wyeth. From
old Norse poetry to Greek cult statues, from Japan's most elite geisha dancers to American makeup artists,
from Serbia to India, Vollmann works to extract the secrets of staged femininity and the mystery of
perceived and expressed beauty, including explorations of gender at a transgendered community in Los
Angeles and with Kabuki female impersonators.

Kissing the Mask is illustrated with many evocative sketches and photographs by the author.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Nelsen:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Kissing the Mask: Beauty,
Understatement and Femininity in Japanese Noh Theater which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's view.

Sheila Cyr:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Kissing the Mask: Beauty, Understatement and Femininity in Japanese Noh
Theater was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
you wanted.

Vivian Stafford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Kissing the Mask: Beauty, Understatement and Femininity in
Japanese Noh Theater can make you experience more interested to read.

Virginia Laird:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Kissing the Mask: Beauty, Understatement and
Femininity in Japanese Noh Theater to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Kissing the Mask: Beauty, Understatement and Femininity in
Japanese Noh Theater can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of this time.
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