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A poet’s œuvre is typically studied as an arc from the first work to the last work, including everything in
between as a manifestation of some advance or reversal. What if the primary relationship in a poet’s œuvre is
actually between the first and last text, with those two texts sharing a compelling private language? What if,
read separately from the other work, the first and last books reveal some new phenomenon about both the
struggles and the achievement of the poet?
Drawing on phenomenological and intertextual theories from Ladislaus Boros, Julia Kristeva, Theodor
Adorno, and Peter Galison, Poets’ First and Last Books in Dialogue examines the relevant texts of Robert
Lowell, Elizabeth Bishop, Anne Sexton, Thom Gunn, Sylvia Plath, and Ted Hughes. In each of these poets’
first books, Thomas Simmons examines both the evidence of some new phenomenon and a limit or unsolved
problem that finds its resolution only in a specific conversation with the final text. By placing the texts in
dialogue, Simmons unveils a new internal language in the work of these groundbreaking poets. The character
of this illumination expands in a coda on Robert Pinsky, whose career is particularly marked by what
neurologist Antonio Damasio calls the moment of «stepping into the light.»
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From reader reviews:

Gail Brasfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern Poetry). Try to
stumble through book Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern Poetry) as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Lisa Haight:

The book Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern Poetry) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern Poetry) to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue
(Studies in Modern Poetry). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Herman Hernandez:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Poets' First and Last
Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern Poetry) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in
Modern Poetry)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world within this book.

Michael Grammer:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Poets' First and Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern
Poetry) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Poets' First and
Last Books in Dialogue (Studies in Modern Poetry) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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