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In the popular imagination, historical relations between the Roman Catholic Church and modern science are
best epitomized in the case of Galileo Galilei. Condemned in 1633 for advancing the theory of a moving
earth and a stationary sun, he was only exonerated in 1992. Yet apart from relatively few and specialized
studies, there have been no extensive historical treatments of Catholic attitudes toward science after Galileo.
Roman Catholicism and Modern Science is the first general history of the reactions of the Roman Catholic
Church to developments in the natural sciences from about 1800 to the dawn of the twenty-first century.

While Galileo's heliocentric universe had challenged the "inerrancy" of the Bible, Darwin's theory
challenged the direct and immediate creation of the first humans. Through O'Leary's cast of characters?popes
from Pius IX to John Paul II, polemicists like Thomas Henry Huxley and Irish physicist John Tyndall, and
Catholic apologists and scientists like St. George Jackson Mivart?we get a clear picture of the back and forth
volleys between representatives of the scientific and ecclesiastical establishments as well as within each of
those establishments. Besides evolution, a wide range of other issues receives attention, including
agnosticism, biblical criticism, the philosophy and professionalization of science, the nature of Catholic
dogma vis-à-vis science and of intellectual freedom vis-à-vis faith and ecclesiastical authority. Many of these
issues achieved a certain resolution in the years before and after the Second Vatican Council. However,
toward the end of the twentieth century, new issues facing the church and global society emerged with a new
variety and urgency, with environmental concerns, on the one hand, and portentous developments in the
biological sciences, on the other, including contraception, "in vitro" fertilization, gene therapy,
experimentation on embryos, and organ transplantation. O'Leary explains the intricacies of all of these issues
clearly and fairly, though their ultimate resolution may take decades to achieve.

"Roman Catholicism and Modern Science is a fascinating and reliable account... It makes an important
contribution to modern church history as well as to the present dialogue of science and religion."?America
Magazine

"From Galileo and bioethics to the "Syllabus of Errors" and Pope John Paul's philosophy of science,
O'Leary's synthesis of history and science is fascinating to read and intellectually enlightening... a
sourcebook to understanding the complex dynamic between faith and reason." ?Library Journal

"Don O'Leary has written a bold and sweeping history of the interactions of the Roman Catholic Church with
modern scientific thought. This book is deeply researched and thoughtfully argued. It will become the
standard work on the subject and will because of its strengths generate both controversy and new research. It
is a remarkable achievement." ?Frank M. Turner, John Hay Whitney Professor of History, Yale University
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Roman Catholicism and Modern
Science: A History is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Kevin White:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Roman Catholicism and Modern Science: A History as the daily
resource information.

Robert Goddard:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Roman Catholicism and Modern Science: A
History which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lowell Bohler:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Roman Catholicism and Modern Science: A History was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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