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Arwad (now in Syria), Byblos (now Jbeil in Lebanon), Sidon (Saida in Lebanon), and Tyre (Sour in
Lebanon) the four major cites of Persian-period Phoenicia all minted their own coins. Archaeologists and
historians have found these coins to be a major resource for the reconstruction of Phoenician history. They
have increasingly been able to use them to discern important details of Phoenicia's political history that were
previously unknown or were presented only from the perspective provided by the reports of the Greek
historians or were based on knowledge of the Greek language, rather than being based on knowledge of
Semitic languages and the iconography and inscriptions of the Phoenicians themselves. 

For more than two decades, Alain and Josette Elayi have researched the history of the Phoenician cities in
the Persian period before Alexander's conquest. In the first stage of their research, the authors provided an
overview of the Phoenician economy under Persian rule. The second stage provided an analysis of all hoards,
which included Phoenician coins dating to the Persian period. The third stage was an investigation of
Phoenician weights, in which the Elayis used an original method that is also suited to numismatic studies:
they adapted statistical models to these weights, enabling them to establish cautious but solid foundations
for Phoenician metrology. The fourth stage covered the monetary and political histories of the four
Phoenician cities. 

This book on Byblos (in the 5th and 4th centuries) is the third of a series of books; there are two earlier,
similar works on Sidon and Tyre. In A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of Byblos, the
Elayis' tour de force is the coin catalog, which introduces 1,662 silver Byblian coins, also published in 25
plates. In addition to the usual numismatic analysis (monetary production, number of issues,
manufacturing techniques, and processes), this impressive volume provides information on monetary
inscriptions and iconography and on the history of Byblos. Significantly, it reveals new information on the
Persians' western policy and the history of the other Phoenician cities, as well as on craftsmen in the Levant.
The book is an indispensable reference for understanding coin circulation, trading exchanges, and even the
wars involving the Greeks, Cypriots, and Egyptians in the Phoenician eastern Mediterranean. 
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City
of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Michael Campbell:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Monetary and Political History of
the Phoenician City of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of
the Levant) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Brian Mejia:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of
Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant). This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Irene Gonzales:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of
Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant) or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries



B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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