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Western interpretations of the Cold War--both realist and neoconservative--have erred by exaggerating either
the Kremlin's pragmatism or its aggressiveness, argues Vladislav Zubok. Explaining the interests,
aspirations, illusions, fears, and misperceptions of the Kremlin leaders and Soviet elites, Zubok offers a
Soviet perspective on the greatest standoff of the twentieth century.

Using recently declassified Politburo records, ciphered telegrams, diaries, and taped conversations, among
other sources, Zubok explores the origins of the superpowers' confrontation under Stalin, Khrushchev's
contradictory and counterproductive attempts to ease tensions, the surprising story of Brezhnev's passion for
detente, and Gorbachev's destruction of the Soviet superpower as the by-product of his hasty steps to end the
Cold War and to reform the Soviet Union. The first work in English to cover the entire Cold War from the
Soviet side, A Failed Empire provides a history different from those written by the Western victors.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War
History).

Mary Deemer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from
Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War History) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Nichole Gibson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Failed Empire: The Soviet
Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War History) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could
pick A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War
History) become your own starter.

John Herrera:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The A Failed



Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev (The New Cold War History) will give
you new experience in looking at a book.
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