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Was Joe McCarthy a bellicose, shameless witch-hunter who whipped up hysteria, ruined the reputation of
innocents, and unleashed a destructive carnival of smears and guilt-by-association accusations? Were
McCarthy and McCarthyism the worst things to happen to American politics in the postwar era? Or was
McCarthy just a well-intentioned politician who seized a legitimate issue with the fervor of a true believer?
Perhaps something in between. For the first time, here is a biography of Joe McCarthy that cuts through the
cliches and misconceptions surrounding this central figure of the "red scare" of the fifties, and reexamines
his life and legacy in the, light of newly declassified archival sources from the FBI, the National Security
Agency, the U.S. Congress, the Pentagon, and the former Soviet Union. After more than four decades, here
is the untold story of America's most hated political figure, shorn of the rhetoric and stereotypes of the past.
"Joseph McCarthy" explains how this farm boy from Wisconsin sprang up from a newly confident postwar
America, and how he embodied the hopes and anxieties of a generation caught in the toils of the Cold War. It
shows how McCarthy used the explosive issue of Communist spying in the thirties and forties to challenge
the Washington political establishment and catapult himself into the headlines. Above all, it gives us a
picture of the red scare far different from and more accurate than the one typically portrayed in the news
media and the movies. We now know that the Communist spying McCarthy fought against was amazingly
extensive -- reaching to the highest levels of the White House and the top-secret Manhattan Project. Herman
hasthe facts to show in detail which of McCarthy's famous anti-Communist investigations were on target
(such as the notorious cases of Owen Lattimore and Irving Peress, the Army's "pink dentist") and which were
not (including the case that led to McCarthy's final break with Whittaker Chambers). When McCarthy
accused two American employees of the United Nations of being Communists, he was widely criticized --
but he was right. When McCarthy called Owen Lattimore "Moscow's top spy," he was again assailed -- but
we now know Lattimore was a witting aid to Soviet espionage networks. McCarthy often overreached
himself. "But McCarthy was often right." In "Joseph McCarthy," Arthur Herman reveals the human drama of
a fascinating, troubled, and self-destructive man who was often more right than wrong, and yet in the end did
more harm than good.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Joseph McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of America's Most Hated
Senator book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Joseph McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of America's Most
Hated Senator content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Joseph
McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of America's Most Hated Senator is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Flora Godfrey:

The book with title Joseph McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of America's Most Hated Senator
includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Crystal Lavigne:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Joseph McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of America's Most
Hated Senator this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of
you.

James Hanson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Joseph McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of
America's Most Hated Senator can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't



understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Joseph
McCarthy: Reexamining the Life and Legacy of America's Most Hated Senator.
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