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Contentious debates over the benefits—or drawbacks—of a liberal education are as old as America itself.
From Benjamin Franklin to the Internet pundits, critics of higher education have attacked its irrelevance and
elitism—often calling for more vocational instruction. Thomas Jefferson, by contrast, believed that nurturing
a student’s capacity for lifelong learning was useful for science and commerce while also being essential for
democracy. In this provocative contribution to the disputes, university president Michael S. Roth focuses on
important moments and seminal thinkers in America’s long-running argument over vocational vs. liberal
education.
 
Conflicting streams of thought flow through American intellectual history: W. E. B. DuBois’s humanistic
principles of pedagogy for newly emancipated slaves developed in opposition to Booker T. Washington’s
educational utilitarianism, for example. Jane Addams’s emphasis on the cultivation of empathy and John
Dewey’s calls for education as civic engagement were rejected as impractical by those who aimed to train
students for particular economic tasks. Roth explores these arguments (and more), considers the state of
higher education today, and concludes with a stirring plea for the kind of education that has, since the
founding of the nation, cultivated individual freedom, promulgated civic virtue, and instilled hope for the
future.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Corley:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beyond the University: Why Liberal
Education Matters is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Vikki Maynard:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Beyond the University: Why
Liberal Education Matters book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Virginia Gauvin:

Beyond the University: Why Liberal Education Matters can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Beyond the University:
Why Liberal Education Matters although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Denise Adams:

You will get this Beyond the University: Why Liberal Education Matters by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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