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Modern theory needs a history lesson. Neither Marx nor Nietzsche first gave us theory—Hegel did. To
support this contention, Andrew Cole’s The Birth of Theory presents a refreshingly clear and lively account
of the origins and legacy of Hegel’s dialectic as theory. Cole explains how Hegel boldly broke from modern
philosophy when he adopted medieval dialectical habits of thought to fashion his own dialectic. While his
contemporaries rejected premodern dialectic as outdated dogma, Hegel embraced both its emphasis on
language as thought and its fascination with the categories of identity and difference, creating what we now
recognize as theory, distinct from systematic philosophy. Not content merely to change philosophy, Hegel
also used this dialectic to expose the persistent archaism of modern life itself, Cole shows, establishing a
method of social analysis that has influenced everyone from Marx and the nineteenth-century Hegelians, to
Nietzsche and Bakhtin, all the way to Deleuze and Jameson.
           
By uncovering these theoretical filiations across time, The Birth of Theory will not only change the way we
read Hegel, but also the way we think about the histories of theory. With chapters that powerfully reanimate
the overly familiar topics of ideology, commodity fetishism, and political economy, along with a
groundbreaking reinterpretation of Hegel’s famous master/slave dialectic, The Birth of Theory places the
disciplines of philosophy, literature, and history in conversation with one another in an unprecedented way.
Daring to reconcile the sworn enemies of Hegelianism and Deleuzianism, this timely book will revitalize
dialectics for the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Moffett:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Birth of Theory. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Birth of Theory.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can
open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Mohammad Darling:

The book The Birth of Theory gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Birth of Theory to get your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Birth of Theory. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
e-book?

Susan Brooks:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is The Birth of Theory this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why
this book suitable all of you.

Jerry Bell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Birth of Theory or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Birth of Theory to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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