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How do we know what happened in the past? We cannot go back, and no amount of historical data can
enable us to understand with absolute certainty what life was like “then.” It is easy to demolish the very idea
of historical knowing, but it is impossible to demolish the importance of historical knowing. In an age of
cable television pundits and anonymous bloggers dueling over history, the value of owning history increases
at the same time as our confidence in history as a way of knowing crumbles. Historical knowledge thus
presents a paradox — the more it is required, the less reliable it has become. To reconcile this paradox —
that history is impossible but necessary — Peter Charles Hoffer proposes a practical, workable philosophy of
history for our times, one that is robust and realistic, and that speaks to anyone who reads, writes and teaches
history.

Covering a sweeping range of philosophies (from ancient history to game theory), methodological
approaches to writing history, and the advantages and disadvantages of different strategies of argument,
Hoffer constructs a philosophy of history that is reasonable, free of fallacy, and supported by appropriate
evidence that is itself tenable.
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From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Historians' Paradox: The Study of
History in Our Time is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joshua Rodrigue:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Historians' Paradox: The
Study of History in Our Time that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick The Historians' Paradox: The Study of History in Our Time
become your personal starter.

Deborah Tate:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Historians' Paradox: The
Study of History in Our Time can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Ena Clark:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the The Historians' Paradox: The Study of History in Our Time when you
needed it?
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