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Familiar accounts of religious freedom in the United States often tell a story of visionary founders who broke
from the centuries-old patterns of Christendom to establish a political arrangement committed to secular and
religiously neutral government. These novel commitments were supposedly embodied in the religion clauses
of the First Amendment. But this story is largely a fairytale, Steven Smith says in this incisive examination
of a much-mythologized subject. He makes the case that the American achievement was not a rejection of
Christian commitments but a retrieval of classic Christian ideals of freedom of the church and freedom of
conscience.

Smith maintains that the distinctive American contribution to religious freedom was not in the First
Amendment, which was intended merely to preserve the political status quo in matters of religion. What was
important was the commitment to open contestation between secularist and providentialist understandings of
the nation which evolved over the nineteenth century. In the twentieth century, far from vindicating
constitutional principles, as conventional wisdom suggests, the Supreme Court imposed secular neutrality,
which effectively repudiated this commitment to open contestation. Rather than upholding what was
distinctively American and constitutional, these decisions subverted it. The negative consequences are
visible today in the incoherence of religion clause jurisprudence and the intense culture wars in American
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jeffrey Roybal:

The event that you get from The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom is the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Rise and
Decline of American Religious Freedom instantly.

Sharon Bradley:

The reserve with title The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom has lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robert Garcia:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition info. Even you love The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom, you can
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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