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Though The Velvet Underground existed for no more than three years with its original members, it is
considered to be not just the 'ultimate New York band' but also the most influential group ever. Artists who
have acknowledged such influence include David Bowie, The Sex Pistols, Patti Smith, Joy Division, and
Nirvana. Witts places the band and its genesis in the cultural context of Manhattan's beatnik bohemianism,
its radical artistic environment, and the city's negative reaction to California's 'Hippie' counterculture. Lou
Reed's Brill Building background is also considered, while his "Primitives" (1964-5) and "Velvet
Underground Songs" (1965-70) are examined within the stylistic context of rock music. The band's sound
world is likewise considered in this light. John Cale's experimental contribution is assessed, especially his
work for LaMonte Young (The Theatre of Eternal Music) and what he carried from that experience into the
Velvet's sound. The visual artist Amdy Warhol, known to the Velvets as Drella, became the band's manager
and produce in 1965. He placed his 'superstar' Nico in the line-up (which already included a female
drummer). The radical nature of the group's Warhol period performances are examined, together with those
aspects related to issues of gender, sexuality and drugs culture by which the Warhol Factory scene was
identified, and contemplated in Reed's songs. Witts examines the musical influences of the Velvets on punk,
post-punk and subsequent rock movements, culminating in the group's reunion of 1993. He also indexes the
variety of media constructions that the group endured through the years and how these affected Cale, Nico
and Reed and their attempts to establish solo careers.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Velvet Underground (Icons of Pop Music). You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Velvet
Underground (Icons of Pop Music). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Susan Swain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Velvet Underground (Icons of Pop
Music) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Velvet Underground
(Icons of Pop Music) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Cheryl Taylor:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is The Velvet Underground (Icons of Pop Music) this guide consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Ruth Vazquez:

Beside this specific The Velvet Underground (Icons of Pop Music) in your phone, it could give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Velvet Underground (Icons of Pop Music) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from
today!
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