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All American presidents, past and present, have cared deeply about power--acquiring, protecting, and
expanding it. While individual presidents obviously have other concerns, such as shaping policy or building
a legacy, the primacy of power considerations--exacerbated by expectations of the presidency and the
inadequacy of explicit powers in the Constitution--sets presidents apart from other political actors. Thinking
about the Presidency explores presidents' preoccupation with power. Distinguished presidential scholar
William Howell looks at the key aspects of executive power--political and constitutional origins,
philosophical underpinnings, manifestations in contemporary political life, implications for political reform,
and looming influences over the standards to which we hold those individuals elected to America's highest
office.

Howell shows that an appetite for power may not inform the original motivations of those who seek to
become president. Rather, this need is built into the office of the presidency itself--and quickly takes hold of
whoever bears the title of Chief Executive. In order to understand the modern presidency, and the degrees to
which a president succeeds or fails, the acquisition, protection, and expansion of power in a president's
political life must be recognized--in policy tools and legislative strategies, the posture taken before the
American public, and the disregard shown to those who would counsel modesty and deference within the
White House.

Thinking about the Presidency assesses how the search for and defense of presidential powers informs nearly
every decision made by the leader of the nation. In a new preface, Howell reflects on presidential power
during the presidency of Barack Obama.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Thinking About the
Presidency: The Primacy of Power is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Robert Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of
Power, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Clara Bearden:

Beside this kind of Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of Power in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of Power because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from currently!

Amy Rodriguez:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thinking About the Presidency: The Primacy of
Power can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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