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S. D. Goitein's magisterial five-volume work on Jewish communities in the medieval M editerranean world
offers an unparalleled view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
socia affairs. Living under Muslim rule, the Jews became increasingly urbanized and played a significant
part in an expanding world economy. As magjor actorsin the flourishing intellectual life of the period, they
forged much of what constitutes traditional Judaism today and served as a conduit of Islamic learning to the
Christian West.

Goitein's masterpiece is now abridged and reworked by Jacob Lassner in a single volume that captures the
essential narratives and contexts of the original. To understand the value of this distillation, we need to
picture the remarkable, all-but-impenetrable cache of unique letters and documents found by accident in a
geniza, or repository of sacred writings, in Old Cairo. These materials, unlike historical chronicles and
literary texts of the time, represent the living experiences of peoplein awide variety of settings throughout
the entire Mediterranean and stretching as far east as the Indian subcontinent.

Goitein explored and interpreted these texts as no other scholar had. Lassner, in turn, makes Goitein's

findings available to a wide audience and then moves on to raise a host of new and tantalizing questions
about the Jews of the Geniza and the relationship of their community to the hegemonic Muslim society.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their sparetimeto take a
wander, shopping, or went to typicaly the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled A
Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Clayton Medina:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One VVolume
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volumeis not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your
own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with al the book A Mediterranean
Society: An Abridgment in One Volume. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Gregory Kim:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular A
Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volumeis kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Scott Seward:

The particular book A Mediterranean Society: An Abridgment in One Volume will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe theideais very unique. In case
you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Mediterranean Society: An
Abridgment in One Volume is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can a so get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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