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The romance novel has the strange distinction of being the most popular but least respected of literary
genres. While it remains consistently dominant in bookstores and on best-seller lists, it is also widely
dismissed by the critical community. Scholars have alleged that romance novels help create subservient
readers, who are largely women, by confining heroines to stories that ignore issues other than love and
marriage.

Pamela Regis argues that such critical studies fail to take into consideration the personal choice of readers,
offer any true definition of the romance novel, or discuss the nature and scope of the genre. Presenting the
counterclaim that the romance novel does not enslave women but, on the contrary, is about celebrating
freedom and joy, Regis offers a definition that provides critics with an expanded vocabulary for discussing a
genre that is both classic and contemporary, sexy and entertaining.

Taking the stance that the popular romance novel is a work of literature with a brilliant pedigree, Regis
asserts that it is also a very old, stable form. She traces the literary history of the romance novel from
canonical works such as Richardson's Pamela through Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Brontë's Jane Eyre, and
E. M. Hull's The Sheik, and then turns to more contemporary works such as the novels of Georgette Heyer,
Mary Stewart, Janet Dailey, Jayne Ann Krentz, and Nora Roberts.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve A Natural History of the
Romance Novel will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Enrique Hayes:

This A Natural History of the Romance Novel book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This specific A Natural History of the Romance Novel without we realize teach the one who studying it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry A Natural History of the Romance Novel can
bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Natural History of the Romance Novel having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jean Gaskin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name A Natural
History of the Romance Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled A Natural History of the Romance Novelis a single of several books which
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Rebecca Stark:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The A Natural History of the Romance Novel will give you new experience in examining
a book.
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