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Enlightenment thinkers such as Rousseau and Montesquieu are best known for their humanist theories and
liberating influence on Western civilization. But as renowned French intellectual Louis Sala-Molins shows,
Enlightenment discourses and scholars were also complicit in the Atlantic slave trade, becoming instruments
of oppression and inequality. 

Translated into English for the first time, Dark Side of the Light scrutinizes Condorcet’s Reflections on
Negro Slavery and the works of Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Diderot side by side with the Code Noir (the
royal document that codified the rules of French Caribbean slavery) in order to uncover attempts to uphold
the humanist project of the Enlightenment while simultaneously justifying slavery. Wielding the pen of both
the ironist and the moralist, Sala-Molins demonstrates the flawed nature of these attempts and the reasons
given for this denial of rights, from the imperatives of public order to the incomplete humanity of the slave
(and thus the need for his progressive humanization through slavery), to the economic prosperity that
depended on his labor. At the same time, Sala-Molins uses the techniques of literature to give equal weight
to the perspective of the “barefooted, the starving, and the slaves” through expository prose and scenes
between slave and philosopher, giving moral agency and flesh-and-blood dimensions to issues most often
treated as abstractions. 

Both an urgent critique and a measured analysis, Dark Side of the Light reveals the moral paradoxes of
Enlightenment philosophies and their world-changing consequences. 

Louis Sala-Molins is a moral and political philosopher and emeritus professor at the University of Toulouse.
He is the author of many books, including Le Code Noir, ou Le calvaire de Canaan and L’Afrique aux
Amériques. 

John Conteh-Morgan is associate professor of French and Francophone, African-American, and African
studies at Ohio State University. He is the author of Theatre and Drama in Francophone Africa: A Critical
Introduction.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Oyler:

The experience that you get from Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment is a more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French
Enlightenment giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Dark
Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment instantly.

Jere Araujo:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment, you may tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Paul Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French
Enlightenment can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mary Kidd:

The reason why? Because this Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your



expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.
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