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China’s history in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries has often been framed as a long coda of
imperial decline, played out during its last dynasty, the Qing. Quest for Power presents a sweeping
reappraisal of this narrative. Stephen Halsey traces the origins of China’s great-power status in the twentieth
century to this era of supposed decadence and decay. Threats from European and Japanese imperialism and
the growing prospect of war triggered China’s most innovative state-building efforts since the Qing
dynasty’s founding in the mid-1600s.

Through a combination of imitation and experimentation, a new form of political organization took root in
China between 1850 and 1949 that shared features with modern European governments. Like them, China
created a military-fiscal state to ensure security in a hostile international arena. The Qing Empire extended its
administrative reach by expanding the bureaucracy and creating a modern police force. It poured funds into
the military, commissioning ironclad warships, reorganizing the army, and promoting the development of an
armaments industry. State-built telegraph and steamship networks transformed China’s communication and
transportation infrastructure. Increasingly, Qing officials described their reformist policies through a new
vocabulary of sovereignty?a Western concept that has been a cornerstone of Chinese statecraft ever since. As
Halsey shows, the success of the Chinese military-fiscal state after 1850 enabled China to avoid wholesale
colonization at the hands of Europe and Japan and laid the foundation for its emergence as a global power in
the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

The book Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through
a book Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a guide Quest for Power: European
Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christopher Mueller:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft.

Walton Han:

Beside this Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese Statecraft in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of
Chinese Statecraft because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Yolanda Harris:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is usually Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of Chinese
Statecraft. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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