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ABOUT THE BOOK

To read and understand Foucault is to know that you are not a free man, but in fact a prisoner/guard in a
penitentiary named Western Society. Discipline and Punish changed the way the humanities and social
sciences understood power and the way that I understood my place in the world. It answers questions like
why non-conformists dress like all the other non-conformists and why we all try to hide the fact that we are
singing to ourselves in our cars while simultaneously watching other people to see if they are singing to
themselves.

We all participate in maintaining the norms and rules of our society. In the Rebellious sixties, young people
were attacking the establishment but they did not realize how deeply entrenched the power was and how it
flowed, not from the top down, but out of all levels of society as a ubiquitous force.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Davidson received his BA from the University of Windsor and his MA from Carleton Universitity. He
teaches history at Eldercollege in Windsor, Ontario and has published a biography of Charles G.D. Roberts.
You can follow his blog at www.hubpages.com/bkeithdavidson.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Part one Torture begins with the gruesome execution of convicted regicide Robert-Francois Damiens who
had attempted to murder Louis XIV and had his sins cleansed by making Amene Honorable. The rest of the
book then has to explain how we have moved in only two hundred years from burning hot pincers removing
the flesh from your bones to sitting in prison with three meals a day. The societal pressure for the move
towards lenience began only decades after the grizzly death of Damiens and came from all levels of society.
This period saw the focus of judicial punishment shift from the body to the soul. To use Foucaults phrase,
The soul is the prison of the body.

The theatrical displays that accompanied of the earlier forms of punishment are now reserved for the court
room. The second part Punishment starts with a discussion of the reform movement of the late eighteenth
century that forced sovereigns and governments in general distance themselves from the violent act of
killing. Judgement was put on display and punishment was hidden away. While capital punishment still
exists, it is now done clinically and behind closed doors. Society itself was changing. There was a shift away
from violent crimes into property related crimes. It is important to note that while many of the middle class
philosophers were writing about this problem the demand for change came from all levels of the society. The
lower classes were becoming more sympathetic to the plight of the condemned and even tried to help them at
times.



Discipline is the third part of the book and it deals with the training of the soul so that the society can exert
power over it. This section deals with taking the human in any form and moulding it into the desired form.
Foucault uses the example of the soldier and how this used to be a position that a man had to fit before he
could join an army. Foucault saw a shift in the eighteenth century whereby armies started to believe that they
could make soldiers out of any man no matter his condition. This philosophy extends into the society as
school, hospital, and prison all have their methods, tests, and drills designed to create the model citizen. This
section also explores how these institutions use the political technology of the body to control the space and
time of the individual to create proper behaviour. Schedules and time tables are used to control the mind and
organize the body.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Quicklet on Michel
Foucault's Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison (CliffNotes-like Summary) book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you may already know.

Alex Levey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Quicklet on Michel Foucault's Discipline
& Punish: The Birth of the Prison (CliffNotes-like Summary) guide written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt Quicklet on Michel Foucault's Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison (CliffNotes-like
Summary) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Roger Thomas:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Quicklet
on Michel Foucault's Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison (CliffNotes-like Summary) which is
having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Beverly Thomas:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books.
One of several books in the top listing in your reading list will be Quicklet on Michel Foucault's Discipline
& Punish: The Birth of the Prison (CliffNotes-like Summary). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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