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Winner of an Outstanding Academic Title Award from CHOICE Magazine

Most available cryptology books primarily focus on either mathematics or history. Breaking this mold,
Secret History: The Story of Cryptology gives a thorough yet accessible treatment of both the mathematics
and history of cryptology. Requiring minimal mathematical prerequisites, the book presents the mathematics
in sufficient detail and weaves the history throughout the chapters. In addition to the fascinating historical
and political sides of cryptology, the author?a former Scholar-in-Residence at the U.S. National Security
Agency (NSA) Center for Cryptologic History?includes interesting instances of codes and ciphers in crime,
literature, music, and art.

Following a mainly chronological development of concepts, the book focuses on classical cryptology in the
first part. It covers Greek and Viking cryptography, the Vigenère cipher, the one-time pad, transposition
ciphers, Jefferson’s cipher wheel, the Playfair cipher, ADFGX, matrix encryption, World War II cipher
systems (including a detailed examination of Enigma), and many other classical methods introduced before
World War II.

The second part of the book examines modern cryptology. The author looks at the work of Claude Shannon
and the origin and current status of the NSA, including some of its Suite B algorithms such as elliptic curve
cryptography and the Advanced Encryption Standard. He also details the controversy that surrounded the
Data Encryption Standard and the early years of public key cryptography. The book not only provides the
how-to of the Diffie-Hellman key exchange and RSA algorithm, but also covers many attacks on the latter.
Additionally, it discusses Elgamal, digital signatures, PGP, and stream ciphers and explores future directions
such as quantum cryptography and DNA computing.

With numerous real-world examples and extensive references, this book skillfully balances the historical
aspects of cryptology with its mathematical details. It provides readers with a sound foundation in this
dynamic field.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete
Mathematics and Its Applications). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics
and Its Applications). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could
open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ginger Beals:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Secret History: The Story of Cryptology
(Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jennifer Howard:

Beside this kind of Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Secret History: The Story of Cryptology
(Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications) because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!

Pamela Jernigan:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Secret History: The Story of Cryptology (Discrete Mathematics and Its



Applications) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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