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President Barack Obama’s mother, S. Ann Dunham, was an economic anthropologist and rural development
consultant who worked in several countries including Indonesia. Dunham received her doctorate in 1992.
She died in 1995, at the age of 52, before having the opportunity to revise her dissertation for publication, as
she had planned. Dunham’s dissertation adviser Alice G. Dewey and her fellow graduate student Nancy I.
Cooper undertook the revisions at the request of Dunham’s daughter, Maya Soetoro-Ng. The result is
Surviving against the Odds, a book based on Dunham’s research over a period of fourteen years among the
rural metalworkers of Java, the island home to nearly half Indonesia’s population. Surviving against the
Odds reflects Dunham’s commitment to helping small-scale village industries survive; her pragmatic, non-
ideological approach to research and problem solving; and her impressive command of history, economic
data, and development policy. Along with photographs of Dunham, the book includes many pictures taken
by her in Indonesia.

After Dunham married Lolo Soetoro in 1967, she and her six-year-old son, Barack Obama, moved from
Hawai‘i to Soetoro’s home in Jakarta, where Maya Soetoro was born three years later. Barack returned to
Hawai‘i to attend school in 1971. Dedicated to Dunham’s mother Madelyn, her adviser Alice, and “Barack
and Maya, who seldom complained when their mother was in the field,” Surviving against the Odds centers
on the metalworking industries in the Javanese village of Kajar. Focusing attention on the small rural
industries overlooked by many scholars, Dunham argued that wet-rice cultivation was not the only viable
economic activity in rural Southeast Asia.

Surviving against the Odds includes a preface by the editors, Alice G. Dewey and Nancy I. Cooper, and a
foreword by her daughter Maya Soetoro-Ng, each of which discusses Dunham and her career. In his
afterword, the anthropologist and Indonesianist Robert W. Hefner explores the content of Surviving against
the Odds, its relation to anthropology when it was researched and written, and its continuing relevance today.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

The book Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Surviving Against
the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Pauls:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare
time, we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will
probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending
your spare time, often the book you have read is Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia.

Mary Todd:

Beside this particular Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also
read it from currently!

Margaret Watt:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Surviving Against the Odds: Village Industry in Indonesia when you desired it?
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